
A community of individual funders learning and  investing together 
so all Colorado children can have  a great start in life.

Creating a Collaborative Investing Model

Constellation Philanthropy takes a portfolio-based approach  
to helping donors invest more wisely in Colorado’s early  
childhood programs. Through our support, Constellation  
members individually direct funding towards the early childhood 
issues they care about most.  
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Every child deserves a great start in life.  
That’s why Constellation Philanthropy’s growing  
community of funders is working together to  
increase early childhood investment in Colorado.

Catalyzing a Community 
of Early Childhood Funders
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Investment Activity  
At-A-Glance

Total invested in each focus area since 2014:

Health & Well-Being 
$2,033,075

Learning & Development 
$2,467,500

Family Support 
$1,999,500

The investments listed here represent the first five years of work. Please contact us for our most recent investment data.  
Many of our funded projects are categorized across more than one focus area, which accounts for the discrepancy  
between the focus area investment amounts and the total invested in early childhood. 



Support Leads to Growth & Scale

Recently, Constellation partnered with ResultsLab, a Colorado-based evaluation firm, to examine how  
our investments over the first five years have influenced the early childhood system. 

We learned that grantees are leveraging our seed funding to build towards the three types of scale  
J.W. McConnell Family Foundation identified as necessary for  
advancing systemic social innovation and change.*

* J.W. McConnell Family Foundation, “Scaling Out, Scaling Up, Scaling Deep: Advancing Systemic  
Social Innovation and the Learning Processes to Support It”
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Grantee Snapshot: Scaling Up, Out and Deep

The following shows the number of grantees 
that are achieving scale across the framework 
as a result of our investment.

Scaling Out  
Impacting greater numbers  
of children, families and  
communities through replication 
and dissemination. 

Grantees serving more children 
and families by growing their 
program staff and space:

• Catholic Charities of Denver
•  Center for African American Health
• Clinica Tepeyac
• Denver Zoo
• Hope House
• Parentline
• RAFT
• Reach Out & Read
• Rocky Mountain Prep
• Swallow Hill Music

Additionally, these grantees 
implemented initiatives to reach 
more children by scaling out 
through alternative means:

•  The Denver Health Doula  
Program

•   The Family Resource Center  
Association 

•  Mindful Mood Balance
•  Rocky Mountain Children’s Health 

Foundation 

Scaling Up  
Impacting institutions by  
changing policies, rules and laws. 

Grantees used their grant  
funding to impact policy or  
increase the flow of private  
and public resources to their 
programs:

• Colorado Children’s Campaign
•  Denver Health’s Montbello Family 

Health Center
• Hope House
• Mile High Early Learning
• RISE Colorado,
• Swallow Hill Music 
• Westminster Public Schools

Scaling Deep 
Impacting cultural roots by 
changing relationships, cultural 
values, and hearts and minds.

Grantees using their grant  
funding to implement initiatives 
that shaped public opinion 
related to early learning and 
development:

• Chalkbeat Colorado
• Early Milestones
•  Mental Health Center of Denver and 

Sewall Child Development Center
• RISE Colorado 

Join Our Movement to Transform Philanthropy
Let’s change how we approach philanthropy. By learning and investing together, 
Constellation Philanthropy creates a dynamic environment where members are 
part of something powerful and innovative– while maintaining control of  
their contributions.

Contact us to learn more about  what we do and how to  get involved.

 

constellationco.org


